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sessed of, or even pretending to, 
common-sense, decency, ami dis- 
cretion, could be seduced, or over- 
awed, into the preparation of such a 
paper, or its presentation for signa- 
ture, to any rational being ! ! !" 

I hope 1 shall be excused for this 
petty criticism, as it must appear, 
where it stands, as puerile, pedantic, 
or peevish But, when they attend 
to the synodical explanation of a 
synodical phrase, in the first part of 
the preceding minute, they, will per- 
ceive, not only its propriety, but the 
neces-ity, of great caution, and un- 
common critical abilities, to ascertain 
the meaning of the plainest and most 
common expressions, when used by 
that Rev. Body, according to their 
present tatitudinariuii mode of ex- 
position. 

Without dilating farther on what 
shall soon tie exhibited at large, per- 
mit me now to request that the pub. 
lie may suspend their final judgment 
of the vague and indefinite charges 
contained in the synod's minute — or 
rather the attempts therein made, by 
bold resolutions, to repel, or invali- 
date the charges, which my Narra- 
tive exhibits against a "dominant 
faction" in that body, until they 
shall be duly weighed and appreciat- 
ed. Whether the otie, or the other, 
or either, shall be deemed of any 
weight or value, when exhibited 
fare to face, and fairly tried in the 
bJan e, depends on that public. 



To that pfblic my first Statement 
was addressed. Before it, I shall 
expose my vindication, retractations, 
refutations, &c. Sec. And in its 
judgment I shall cheerfully acqui- 
esce. 

Every mean shall be used, and 
every exertion made, to render the 
circulation of my retractations, &c. 
as extensive as that of my Narrative 
has been, or may be ; that my thou- 
sands of subscribers, embracing num- 
bers of the first rank, fortune, and 
character, in the kingdom, whose 
good opinion it shall be the pride of 
my life to preserve, and whose 
friendship I shall ever remember 
with gratitude, may be rescued from 
the dangerous and destructive errors 
into which my mis-staiementsand mis- 
representations, respecting the " do- 
minant faction" in the Synod of 
Ulster may have betrayed them : — 
or convinced that I am not yet so 
destitute of principle, so notorious 
for misrepresentation, so justly 
chargeable with injuring the charac- 
ter of the Presbyterian ministers, or 
the interests of the Presbyterian 
cause, as Dr. Black and his accom- 
plices. have 

attempted to expose me : or rather 
toalkife, or intimidate me into an ex- 
posure of myself, under my own 
signature. 

William Steel Dickson. 
August 26th, 1 S 1 2. 
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Report of tile National Vaccine Establishment, 
dated 9th March, 1312. 

To the Right Honourable Richard Ry- 
der, Principal Secretary of State, Home 
Department, &c. &c. 



National Vaccine Establishment, 
Leicester-Square, March 9th, 1812, 

Sm, 
The Board of the National Vaccine Es- 
tablishment have the honour of reporting 
to you, that during the year 1811, the 
Surgeons appointed by their authority to 
the nine stations in London, having vac- 
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fcinated 3,148 persons, and have distri- 
buted 23,794 charges of Vaccine Lymph 
to the public. The number vaccinated 
this year rather exceeds that of the year 
1810, and the demand for Lymph has 
been often so great, that it could not be 
immediately supplied. 

They have great satisfaction in stating, 
that since the commencement of this es- 
tablishment, not a single instance of the 
accession of Small-pox, after Vaccination, 
has occurred to any of the vaccinating 
surgeons of the nine stations. 

The Board report, that they have been 
lately furnished with many satisfactory- 
official ddcuments from the Naval and Mi- 
litary departments of Government, re- 
specting the progress of Vaccination, and 
have likewise obtained some other authen- 
tic papers on the suhject, containing much 
important information. They think it ex- 
pedient to lay before you a summary of 
their contents. 

It appears, that in consequence of an 
order from the ' Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, Vaccination has been prac- 
tised in che navy to a great extent ; and 
although it has not been universally adopt- 
ed, the mortality from the small-pox, a- 
mong seamen, is already greatly diminished. 

In the Army, the practice of Vaccina- 
tion has been long established, by an or- 
der from the Commander-in-Chief, and 
its effects have -been decidedly beneficial ; 
for almost the only persons among the 
troops who have lately been affected with 
small-pox, have been either recruits, who 
had received the infection previous to 
their enlistment, or soldiers who had not 
been vaccinated, on the supposition of 
their having had the variolous disease. 
Thus, with a few exceptions, a disorder 
formerly so fatal to the troops, is now con- 
sidered as nearly extinguished in the ar- 
my. 

By information transmitted to the Board, 
from their numerous correspondents in 
all parts of the country, it appears, that 
Vaccination is almost every where gaining 
ground, throughout the British dominions, 
though its progress is very different in 
different places J and it is found, that the 
number of deaths from the small-pox . is 
uniformly decreasing, in proportion as 
Vaccination becomes more general, and 
the inoculation of the small-pox declines. 

That disappearance of the small-pox 
from the Island of Ceylon, was noticed in 
the Report of last year : and the Board 



Tias now the pleasure of stating, from 
sources of authentic and satisfactory infor- 
mation, that, in consequence of Vaccina- 
tion, this dreadful disease has in no in- 
stance lately occurred in the Island of 
Anglesey, in the populous city of New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, in the town of Pets- 
worth, or in the adjoining district 

Through the different counties of Eng- 
land, the practice of Vaccination is he- 
coming general, and the small-pox is gra- 
dually declining; and even in London, 
where the opposition to the new inocula- 
tion has been most, violent, it is prevailing, 
and its salutary effects are becoming daily 
more evident. At present, by the best 
estimates we are able to make, it appears, 
that nearly two thirds of the children an- 
nually born in the" metropolis, are vaccin- 
ated either by charitable institutions, or 
private practitioners ; and that the num- 
ber of deaths by small-pox has propor- 
tionably decreased. Previous to the dis- 
covery of Vaccination, the average num- 
ber of deaths by small-pox, within the 
bills of mortality, was 2,000 annually; 
whereas, in the last year, only 751 
persons have died of that disease, al- 
though the increase of population within 
the last ten years- has been 133,139. The 
increase of population throughout Great 
Britain, in the same period of time, has 
been 1,609,000; and to these augmen- 
tations the practice of Vaccination has pro- 
bably much contributed. 

The Reports from the Cow-pock Insti- 
tution in Dublin are of the most favour- 
able nature, and furnish sufficient reason 
to believe, that since the introduction of the 
Vaccine preventive, the mortality from 
small-pox has considerably declined in that 
city. The correspondence of the Institu- 
tion affords satisfactory evidence of the 
progressiveincreaseof Vaccination through- 
out Ireland, hi most of the principal 
towns of that kingdom, the poor have the 
advantage of gratuitous inoculation with 
cow pox, either at the hospitals, or at the 
houses of the physicians; and it is stated, 
that among the higher ranks, Vaccination 
is universally adopted. 

The accounts from Scotland, particular? 
Iy those from the Faculty at Glasgow, 
which have been transmitted to the Board, 
furnish evidence of the general and rapid 
increase of Vaccination in the northern 
parts of the Lland, and giye the most sa- 
tisfactory proofs.of the success and effica. 
cy of the practice. 
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Notwithstanding the incontrovertible 
evidence, of the very great advantages of 
Vaccination, it is much to be lamented, 
that there are still some medical practition- 
ers, though the number of them is com- 
paratively small, who orxtinately persist 
in disseminating by inoculation the con- 
tagion of small-pox, and who strenuously 
encourage ana support, especially among 
the lower orders of the people, the preju- 
dices against the new practice ; rumours 
are industriously spread abroad, of de- 
forming and loathsome diseases produced 
by this practice ; and numerous mis-state- 
ments of cases are published, of the occur- 
rence of 6tnall-pox after , Vaccination. 
That, in some instances, the small-pox has 
affected persons who have been most care- 
fully vaccinated, is sufficiently established, 
nor ought we to be surprised at this, when 
we consider, that the inoculation for the 
small-pox sometimes fails, and that several 
cases may be produced, in which per- 
sons have been affected with the natural 
disease more than cnce in the course of 
life. The number of instances of small- 
pox after yaccination, however, is very 
small, and we may fairly presume, that in 
proportion as improvements are made in 
the practice, such -occurrences will be still 
more rare. 

The Board have infinite satisfaction in 
stating the two following important and. 
decisive facts in proof of the efficacy and 
safety of Vaccination, viz. — that in the 
cases which have come to their knowledge, 
the small-pox after Vaccination, with a 
very few exceptions, has been a mild dis- 
ease ; and that out of the many hundred 
thousand persons Vaccinated, not a single 
well-authenticated instance has been com- 
municated to them, of the occurrence of 
a fatal small-pox after Vaccination. 

They cannot conclude their Report, 
without adverting to the mischiefs which 
are daily arising from the diffusion of the 
fatal contagion of small-pox in the com- 
munity, in consequence of Variolous Inoc- 
ulation, among the lower classes of the 
people, which constantly keeps up the 
contagion, and where it saves a single life, 
exposes numbers to a most dangerous dis- 
ease. It is greatly to be wished, that this 
evil could be checked, by such measures 
as Government in its wisdom might judge 
proper to frame, in order to prevent the 
spreading of the small-pox, and thus keep- 
ing up a continual source of infection in 
the heart of the metropolis. 



The constant renewal of the contagion 
of small pox in this capital, which they 
so deeply lament, is strikingly contrast? 
ed with the advantages enjoyed by several 
of the othet capitals in Europe, in conse- 
quence of the universal adoption of Vac- 
cination by medical practitioners, second- 
ed by the authority of Government, The 
cities of Vienna and Milan, in which the 
mortality from small-pox was formerly 
more considerable, in proportion to their 
population, than in £.ondon, have been 
for some time freed altogether from this 
destructive pest ; the first for five 
and the latter for eight years, according 
to the statement of JDrs. Pe Carrio and 
Sacco. And in the city of Geneva, the 
small-pox has been nearly extirpated In 
Switzerland in general, but more particu- 
larly in Geneva, the extension of the .bles- 
sings connected with Vaccination, has in, 
a great degree depended on the warm and 
active co-operation of the Clergy, whp» 
were assiduous in recommending the prac- 
tice to their parishioners from the pulpit, 
as well as promoting it by every other ex- 
ertion in their power. Impressed with the 
stt ongest conviction of the great advantage 
which Vaccination would derive fiom a 
similar co-operation in this country, the 
Board formerly considered it as a part of 
their; duty to address the Bishops, for the 
purpose of soliciting their assistance in 
checking the ravages of the small pox, by 
rendering the benefits of the Vaccine in- 
oculation more extensively known 

The Board has great pleasure in stating, 
that the money granted by Parliament 
during the last session has been sufficient 
to defray the expenses of the year 1 8 11 ; 
and they are of opinion, that the same 
sum will be adequate to the expenditure 
of the current year. 

Fr. Milman, President. 

By order of the Board, 

James Hervey, Register. 



ERUPTION OF SOE7FFRIERE. 

A s 0n Account of the Eruption of the Soiffriere 
Mountain, in the Island of St. Vincent, has 
already appeared in our Magazine, it becomes 
necessary to state, that the following was co- 
pied from the Liverpool Mercury, in a Let- 
ter from a most respectable and'scientifc friend ; 
and though necessarily resembling former at* 
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tountt, yet contains other interesting particu- 
lars, which ive trust ivill be a sufficient apo- 
logy for its introduction here. 

Nevis, May 24, 1812. 
As some account of the late tremendous 
eruption of the Souffriere, in St. Vincent's, 
may form no unacceptable addition to your 
columns, I shall lay before you such par- 
ticulars of that event as have reached me, 
and an extract from which you have my 
free consent for publishing, it you think 
fit. 

Thei Souffriere mountain, this fins uber- 
rima* malorum, is the most towering', as 
well as the^most northerly point of the 
lofty chain which extends through the cen- 
tre of the once-smiling and plentiful island 
of St. Vincent. Its elevation above the 
level of the sea was three thousand feet, 
and the crater in its summit measured one 
mile in diameter, three in circumference, 
and nine hundred feet in depth : its preci- 
pitous sides were clothed with verdant 
ever- greens, the sequestered retreat of a 
bird, supposed to be a species of merle, 
whose enchanting melody cheered these 
lonely solitudes, and was unknown in 
every other part of, the island. From the 
bottom of this crater arose a little moun- 
tain of a conical form, three hundred feet 
high, and two hundred in diameter, cloth- 
ed half-way up with aromatic shrubs, and 
powdered over for the remainder of its 
elevation with crystals of sulphur, while a 
thin whitish smoke, frequently accompani- 
ed with a bluish flame, constantly issued 
from innumerable fissures. At the base 
were situated, on the north and south 
fides, two pools or lakes of water, the one 
perfectly pure and wholesome, the other 
strongly impregnated with alum and sul- 
phurated hydrogeneous gas. Such was the 
situation of this romantic spot so late as 
Sunday, the 26th of April, the Ust day on 
which curiosity had the hardihpod to 
tempt adventurers (who had of late be- 
come more than ordinarily Tiumerous, to 
explore its terrific recesses. 

The mountain having exhibited n.0 pre- 
vious symptoms of an approaching erup- 
tion, and nothing but the multitude of 
earthquakes which had occurred during 
the Ust twelve months, having given the 
inhabitants reason to expect such an event, 
it may readily be conceived how great a 
surprise was occasioned by the sudden 
burst of a tremendous explosion at noon, 
upon Monday, the 27th of April, accom- 
panied by a violent earthquake, and the 



discharge of a dense and terriffic column 
of black smoke from the hitherto quies- 
cent crater ; and followed by an unusual 
and alarming shower of ashes and other 
volcanic matter, which fell upon and de- 
stroyed the surrounding estates. During 
the three following days similar eruptions 
continually occurred with hourly increas- 
ing violence, producing a degree of alarm 
to which the inhabitants had ever hitherto 
been the most perfect strangers. 

The menacing symptoms increased every 
hour: the prodigious column shooting up 
with an increased velocity from the crater, 
dilated as it rose, and produced a perfect' 
eclipse of the sun, which shed a kind of 
noonday twilight over the sad and solemn 
scene, which, from the destruction of 
every semblance of verdure, and the uni- 
versal covering of heavy ashes, wore a 
perfectly hybernal aspect. 

The rising of the Sun upon the ever-to- 
be-remembered morning of the 30th of 
April displayed a scene of terrific gran- 
deur, which almost exceeds the power of 
imagination to conceive. On the after- 
noon of this day, the thunders in the 
mountain were incessant, and marked by 
their augmented loudness the near ap- 
proach of the eventful crisis. The Cha- 
raibs settled at Morne Ronde, in the vici- 
nity of Souffriere, abandoning their pos- 
sessions, fled precipitately towards Kings- 
town for security. The terrified negroes 
desisted from their labours in the field, and 
stood paraiized with terror. The birds, 
covered with ashes, tumbled in the midst 
of their flight ; and the cattle, from the 
total destruction of vegetation, were lite- 
rally in a state of starvation. The sea was 
discoloured, but did not appear unusually 
agitated : and more dense and terrific co- 
lumns of smoke burst with augmented force 
from the summit of the mountain. Hard- 
ly had the darkness taken possession of the 
earth when a pyramid of flame was, for 
the first time, observed to rise above the 
mountain, darting out flashes of forked 
lightning in various directions, and ac- 
companied with tremendous peals of the 
loudest thunder. At length, about 7, 
p.m. the lava made its appearance, and 
poured in a fiery cascade over the north- 
west side of the crater, directing its de- 
structive course towards the sea, which it 
reached in about four hours, and still con- 
tinuing its career, formed a considerabla 
promontory in the vicinity of the post at 
Morne Ronde. 

At about half-past one in the morning 
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a second eruption of lava took place, and 
the stream took an easterly direction to- 
wards Rabacca, completely choaking and 
drying up that extensive river in its course. 
A violent earthquake accompanied this 
eruption, followed by a shower of cinders 
of two hours' duration. At three o'clock, 
a rolling on the roofs of the houses indi- 
cated a fall of stones, which soon thicken- 
ed and at length descended in a rain of in- 
termingled fire, that threatened the unfor- 
tunate island with the fate of Pompeii or 
Herculaneum. The crackling and corus- 
cations from the crater, at this period, ex- 
ceeded all that had yet passed. The af- 
frighted inhabitants sought shelter front 
this unusual storm in every direction ; and 
the miserable negroes flying from their 
Jims, were knocked down and wounded, 
and many killed in the open air, and se- 
veral houses set on fire. The estates situ- 
ated in the immediate vicinity seemed 
doomed to inevitable destruction. Had 
(he weight of these stones borne any pro- 
portion to their bulk, none could have es» 
caped with life, as many of them exceeded 
a man's head in magnitude. This dreadful 
shower of pumice and fire lasted upwards 
of an hour, and was succeeded by another 
shower of ashes and cinders. From three 
to six the concussions of earthquakes were 
incessant, and the motion of the island 
was one continued oscillation, or rather 
undulation, like that of water shaken in a 
bowl. 

The break of day, if such it could be 
called, was truly terrific. Darkness pre- 
vailed at eight, a.m. ; and the birth of 
May dawned like the day of judgment. 
A chaotic gloom enveloped the mountain, 
and an impenetrable haze brooded over 
the bosom of the deep, while threatening 
clouds obscured the sky, and the murmur- 
ing thunders within the mountain kept the 
inhabitants in a state of the most dreadful 
alarm. Every part was covered with 
ashes and cinders, and the horrors of the 
scene can be better imagined than describ- 
ed. 

The explosions of the great eruptions of 
Thursday night and Friday morning were 
heard in all the islands, and, from the 
cause being unknown, the greatest alarm 
was produced. In this island, as in most 
others, it was taken for the reports of ar- 
tillery in a sea-fight ; and Sir W. Young 
actually sent a dispatch to the admiral from 
Tobago, stating that a great engagemeut 
had taken place off that island, but that 
lie had not yet learned the particulars. 



An earthquake ' was felt here after the 
noises ceased, and during the Whole of 
Friday, the sea was agitated in a most ex- 
traordinary manner. The Souffriere still 
continues to burn ; but I have not since 
heard of any fresh eruption, though seve- 
ral loud reports like cannon, together with 
several shocks of an earthquake, were 
heard and felt in this island early upon 
the morning of the 8th. 

William Hamilton. 
N-B. The Neptune, Power, from Bris- 
tol, had her rigging and decks covered 
with ashes, when 500 miles to windward 
ofBarbadoes, on the 1st of May. Could 
these have possibly proceeded from the 
Souffriere, at a distance of nearly 609 
miles to leeward? — So late as two, p.m. 
on the 1st of May, the darkness continued 
so intense at Barbadoes, that objects could 
not be discerned at arm's length. 

PISSENTKls' PETITION IK rAVODR OF 
UNIVERSAL LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE. 

(As the Petition presented from the minis- 
ters of this body has been since adopted, 
with some slight alterations, by the 
Catholics of Ireland, the account of the 
proceedings of the meeting will be found 
interesting by many of our readers.) 

A very numerous meeting of the Dissent- 
ing Ministers of the three denomina- 
tions, residing in and about the Cities 
of London and Westminster, was held 
at the Library, Redcross-street, on 
Tuesday, April 21 ; the Rev. John 
Evans in the chair. 

The Rev. Thomas Rees rose and obser. 
ved, That the meeting held there, May 
28, 1811, had concluded their resolutions 
on the rejection of Lord Sidmouth's Bill, 
with thanks to the Earls Stanhope and 
Grey, and to the Lords Holland and Er- 
skine, for having so successfully advocated 
their cause ; and had at the same time ex- 
pressed a hope, that these eminent states- 
men, « when a prqper occasion offers, 
will, by a similar exercise of their dis- 
tinguished talents, promote the abolition 
of all penal statutes in the province of re- 
ligion, and a substitution of the benefits 
of complete religious liberty for those of a 
now restricted toleration." in the opinion 
of Mr. Rees, this " proper occasion" had 
arrived, and he accordingly brought for- 
ward a series of resolutions, the purport 
of which was, that a petition should be 
presented from this body to both houses of 
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Parliament, praying for a repeal or all the 
penal statutes now in force, whose oper- 
ation extends to the province of religion, 
This was seconded by Dr. Pye Smith, head 
tutor of the Independent Academy, at rto- 
merton, who spoke with considerable abi- 
lity in behalf of complete religious liberty. 
Several gentlemen, who did not object to 
the principle, wished the period of ap- 
plication to be deferred to a more suitable 
opportunity. Dr. Abraham Rees contend- 
ed at some length, and with great energy, 
that the proper time was come, and as- 
signed various reasons for an immediate 
application to both houses of Parliament. 
Dr. Lindseyj the Rev. J. Joyce, the Rev. 
J. Humphry s, the Rev. R. Aspland, and 
the Rev. J. Coates, spoke on the same side 
of the question. An adjournment, how- 
ever was moved, and lost by the oppo- 
site party. At the same time, it is but 
justice to add, that many of those gentle- 
men who held out in the first instance, af- 
terwards signed the petition with the ut- 
most cordiality. The resolutions wery 
then separately read from the chair ; the 
first passed unanimously, the rest with 
little animadversion. Indeed, the sense of 
the meeting was decidedly in favour of 
them, the alone ground of dispute being 
founded on the propriety of the pe- 
tition being presented at the present time. 
(The Resolutions and Petition have already ap- 
peared in our pages*) 

Died — At Chertsey, in the flower of 
his age, Mr. Martin Smart, perhaps the 
aeutest grammarian of the present age. 
He was indebted for the rudiments of his 
education to Dr. Alexander Cromble, now 
of Greenwich, and was the fellow-pupil 
of the well-known and amiable Mr. Philip 
Mallet. Never did pupil do greater credit 
to the lessons of his instructor. He was, 
however, early and suddenly cut off from 



t he further benefits of education, by the 
misfortunes in trade of his father. Reso- 
lute not to be a burthen to his friends, he 
at this time became a private soldier in 3 
regiment of militia. Shortlyafter.he was rais- 
ed to the rank of a corporal. While he wat 
thus circumstanced, he made himself known 
to a person of some eminence in literature, 
by a series of letters he addressed to him, 
discussing with the utmost minuteness and 
ingenuity, a 'multitude of grammatical 
poiuts. At the peace of Amiens, his re- 
giment was disbanded, and coming to Lon- 
don, Mr. Smart found some immediate 
resource in the employmenf of corrector 
of the press for the printers, for which 
office he was eminently qualified. He is 
known to the literary world, as the trans- 
lator of an elegant edition of Gil Bias. At 
a reader for the press, he has for several 
years past done credit to the office of Mr. 
Hamilton, at Weybridge ; and among 
works which are deeply indebted to his 
acumen for their reputation and accuracy, 
may be named the edition Of the Bible, to 
which some notes have been added by Mr. 
Hewlett. 



fcEFEAt Or THE ABSURD AND UNJUST 
SYSTEM OF GAME-LAWS. 

A society has been formed at Great Mar* 
low, by gentlemen of considerable landed 
property, for the laudable purpose of pro ■ 
tecting the growing crops of bread corri 
ftom being injured in the spring season by 
game and particularly rabbits. The ntain 
object of this association is, to petition 
Parliament for a repeat of the Game-laws, 
that all persons may be allowed to destroy 
the wild beasts and vermin, hares and 
rabbits, which prey upon so great a quan- 
tity of the food of men ! The Society 
have published a series of resolutions, 
which, in point of justice and feeling, are 
truly admirable. 



AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

Prom the 20th July, to the SOlh August, 18lS, 

Since the Commencement of this month several refreshing rains have fallen, which 
have greatly improved th<S*<.te crops. The potatoes in particular will be much benefited 
by them; they have already recovered from the yellow sickly appearance occasion- 
ed by the extreme drought. 

Complaints of a blast in the wheat crops are very general in this province, not only 
•f what is called smut, but of a rusty or orange-coloured dust on the ears, which pre-. 



